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MINUTES
Canadian Glaucoma Society Annual General Meeting

Quebec, PQ - June 15, 2019

Present: Dr. Catherine Birt, Dr. Bryce Ford, Dr. Ali Hafez, Dr. Lisa Heckler, Dr. Andrew
Toren, Dr. Caroline Lajoie, Dr. Catherine Baril, Dr. Cindy Hutnik, Dr. Hady Saheb, Dr.
James Taylor, Dr. Jennifer Rahman, Dr. Jing Wang, Dr. Jonathan Wong, Dr. Karim
Damiji, Dr. Matthew Schlecker, Dr. Myrna Lichter, Dr. Oscar Kasner, Dr. Robert
Schertzer, Dr. Steven Schendel, Dr. Toby Chan, Dr. Sebastien Gagne, Dr. Georges
Durr, Dr. Paul Murphy, Dr. Dustin Coupal, Dr. Jayme Vianna, Dr. ke Ahmed.

The meeting was called to order by Dr. Birt.

The minutes from the previous CGS meeting were approved
President’s Report - Dr. Katie Birt

Dr. Birt reviewed her term as president. Significant achievements were highlighted
which included completion of incorporation of the society, stabilization of finances and
plans to fund two research projects.

MIGS advocacy is still an ongoing issue.

The new CGS website is very close to being launched and was briefly previewed.

Treasurers Report - Dr. Bryce Ford

Membership numbers are stable, with 113 total member of which 86 are active.
Current Assets are at $207,100 consisting of $150,100 in GICs and a bank balance of
$57,000

Total Revenue this year is $134,565 primarily composed of industry sponsorship at
$112,250

Total Expenses are at $179,505, with the CGS meeting in Arizona being the main
expense at $130,920



CGS will have a deficit for the year of $44,940, is in line with our expectations. We
needed to run a deficit to avoid accumulating too many assets to remain a non-profit
entity.

CGS expects to run a surplus next year, with the goal of retaining 1.5 x our annual
expenses as a “nest egg”. We are currently at 1 x.

CGS is not a research funding agency, however we project being able to fund $20,000
towards research next year on a one-time, potentially renewable basis.

This assumes the 2020 CGS Meeting in Montreal remains on budget.

MIGS Advocacy Committee - Dr. Hady Saheb

The committee will henceforth be known as the MIGS advisory committee in order to
avoid the impression that it is purely an advocacy group.
The timeline of the recent MIGS investigation process by CADTH was reviewed.
The CADTH final report conclusions were summarized, which included the statements
that there is insufficient evidence to make recommendations but there is a potential role
for MIGS in glaucoma treatment.
The CGS and COS response to the CADTH report was reviewed, which outlined the
perceived shortfalls of the CADTH process and noted that their inconclusive findings
were at odds with majority of CGS members’ views.
Partially as a result of CADTH, OHTAC gave a negative recommendation for funding
MIGS.
Currently there is a MIGS evaluation in Quebec for INESS underway for one procedure
at a time
Suggested next steps:

Public response to CADTH

Develop indications for use

Harmonized procedure codes between provinces

Collect and analyze real world data on MIGS

Revise the Clinical Practice Guidelines for glaucoma treatment to include MIGS

Discussion

Dr. Karim Damji suggested a possible focused surgical update for guidelines

Dr. Jamie Taylor stated that there is no interest at COS for new guidelines

Dr. ke Ahmed forwarded a motion to approach COS to update the glaucoma guidelines
and if the COS declines, then we should consider creating our own guidelines

Motion carried



Research

Dr. Jayme Vianna - Canadian Pseudoexfoliation Study

Initial meds vs laser vs cataract surgery for pseudoexfoliation glaucoma

They are currently submitting funding requests to various funding agencies and
finalizing their protocol

Ideally all CGS members will have opportunity to get involved in this study, not just
academic centers

Dr. Karim Damji commented that they could use new technology to help different
centers work together for this study

Dr. Cindy Hutnik — NSAIDS in trabeculectomy Study

Brief review of protocol involving using NSAIDS post trabeculectomy

They have already achieved REB approved, will help with other REB boards

There is some funding from GRSC and hopefully CGS to cover parking and drops for
patients. All interested members were encouraged to contact Dr. Hutnik ASAP as the
study is ready to go.

Meeting planning committee— Dr. Katie Birt

Steve Schendel, Toby Chan, Lisa Gould, Jing Wang, Raj Bindlish are the 5 members of
the committee for 2020

CGS 2020 will be March 27-28, 2020 in Montreal at Hotel William Gray

Invited speaker already confirmed

Potential visiting speakers were discussed to invite for COS 2020 in Vancouver.

New Business

Anti-VEGF glaucoma in BC — Dr. Barend Zack

Dr. Zack reported on the current situation relating to injection-related glaucoma

There seems to be an increased rate of glaucoma related to anti-VEGF injections in BC
There have been meetings between the government, BCSEPS, retina and glaucoma
and a summary recommendation document was created.

Suggest the CGS finds a way to study anti-VEGF injection related glaucoma
Retrospective Case-control study may be useful

Dr. Cindy Hutnik suggested that the CGS come up with a protocol to look at data, and
perhaps create a working group to address this issue.

Dr. Barend Zack motion: that the CGS look at the data to determine normal rates of
glaucoma surgery after anti-VEGF injections
Approved



Discussion

Dr. Jamie Taylor suggested BC Provincial Retinal Disease Treatment Program changes
including external epidemiologic review are occurring which will hopefully allow us to
work collaboratively with government.

Nominations:

Dr. Bryce Ford elected as President

Dr. Cindy Hutnik elected as Secretary Treasurer

Dr. Andrew Toren elected as Councilor

Dr. Damiji noted that geographic diversity is important on the CGS executive, and
therefore consideration should be given to nominating candidates from Western Canada

at next year’s meeting.

The meeting was adjourned by Dr. Ford.
Respectfully,

Bryce Ford, Secretary/Treasurer of the Canadian Glaucoma Society



