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Glaucoma Canadienne de
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MINUTES
CGS BUSINESS (VIRTUAL) MEETING
Wednesday, MAY 24, 2023, 8 P.M. EDT
(Prior to COS in June 2023)

PRESENT (Alphabetical): Drs. Maryam Abtahi, Rajiv Bindlish, Catherine Birt, Ziad Butty, Xavier
Campos-Moller, Toby Chan, Beatrice DesMarchais, Ali Hafez, Lisa Heckler, Cindy Hutnik, Delan
Jinapriya, Raageen Kanjee, Oscar Kasner, Caroline Lajoie, Edward Moss, Frozan Qasemi, Hady
Saheb, Marius Scheepers, Steven Schendel, Nir Shoham-Hazon, Enitan Sogbesan, James Taylor,
Andrew Toren, Devesh Varma, Jing Wang, Jonathan Wong

1.0

2.0

Opening Remarks and Call Meeting to Order

Dr Saheb announced that an Al-based minute taking software will be used, called Fathom
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1.2
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Additions to Agenda?

Approval of Minutes CGS@COS Business Meeting June 22, 2022
Catherine Birt, seconded by Delan Jinapriya

Approval of Minutes CGS Business Meeting October 15, 2022

Beatrice DesMarchais seconded by Enitan Sogbesan

Business Arising

21

President’s Report

Dr Hutnik expressed her gratitude for the opportunity to lead the CGS for the past 2
years, and summarized some of the highlights of her presidency. These highlights
included surviving the pandemic with agility, the inaugural CGS newsletter, being one of
the first national subspecialty societies to host an in-person meeting as the pandemic
restrictions relaxed, developing terms of references for all CGS executive roles, thanks to
Amaka Eneh, continuing to add value to CGS members through meetings and awards,
introducing resident and fellow presentations to CGS meetings, thanks to Priya Gupta,
and collaborating with COS to develop a process for position statements.



e 211 BC Provincial Retinal Diseases Treatment Program
Jamie Taylor updated the group that there is an offer for a CGS
member to join this committee, pending additional information
from the retina group.

e 212 COS documents on a Defined Professional Collaboration

The COS send documents to the CGS, requesting feedback

Action Item: CGS members to send feedback on these documents by May 31, 2023

e 213 CGS Meeting planning committee updates

Cindy Hutnik announced the 2 annual meetings along with the
chairs and co-chairs, as well as the CGS dinner @ COS on June
17, 2023. Hady Saheb emphasized the response to members’
feedback from last year, and that the venue and the quality of
food should be significantly better.

3.0 Secretary/Treasurer’s Report

3.1

Budget report

This report included a review of membership, showing gradual increase in membership
numbers in recent years, along with an increase in expenses related to a raise in Peggy
Manos’ salary, and a disbursement of research funds to Marcelo Nicolela in Halifax.

4.0 Committees/working groups/special projects updates

4.1

Nominating Committee

Cindy Hutnik reviewed the current nominating process. There is a call for nominations
that is sent to members at large. The Nominating Committee then reviews the
nominations, and recommends a candidate for each of the open roles. This open process
allows anyone with interest to apply, encouraging diversity and inclusion.

The nominating committee recommended Hady Saheb for role of President, Steven
Schendel for role of Secretary/Treasurer, Xavier Campos and Amaka Eneh for role of
Councillor. No additional nominations were made, and so these recommendations were
carried forward, and Cindy Hutnik congratulated all new members of the CGS executive.

5.0 New Business
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Nationwide drug shortages of steroids and glaucoma drops

A Document from COS, authored by David Plemel was shared with CGS membership on
this topic

Action Item: CGS members to review and provide feedback by May 31, 2023
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MIGS Call to Action Document

A Call to Action document has been developed with CGS members, with the support of
Larry Arshoff from Diagnosis, Solutions & Results Inc, including a one page summary
and a longer more comprehensive document, to assist in provincial discussions with
government, with the goal of improved and more homogenous access to MIGS for our
patients. This document includes proposed criteria for usage, an overview of glaucoma
and MIGS, the burden of iliness and feedback from patient groups, a list of HTAs and
technology reviews, recommendations and published evidence supporting safety and
efficacy of MIGS. Cindy Hutnik asked that CGS members share existing and
recommended fee codes for MIGS across Canada. This document will eventually be
shared with COS for their review and approval.

Action Item: CGS members to send fee information to Peggy

Letter from Dr. L. Bellan Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons

Dr Lorne Bellan send a letter to CGS asking the question about whether or not
trabeculectomy should remain an EPA as we transition from time-based training to
competency-based training with CBME. A lengthy discussion followed which
demonstrated how difficult this question will be to answer. Marius Scheepers (a
comprehensive ophthalmologist practicing rurally) mentioned that he does trabs for
patients that are unwilling to travel to a tertiary care center, providing them with their only
hope ,of preserving vision. Steven Schendel from UBC shared that his residency program
recently went through an accreditation review where they decided to expand the
requirement for trabs to a requirement of fistulizing surgery which would also include
GDDs, subconj stents, given the decreasing number of trabs. Catherine Birt and Delan
Jinapriya expressed their concern that the majority of residency programs currently don’t
allow enough time for residents to be on a glaucoma rotation for them to follow the
postoperative care of trab patients. This reality limits the number of trabs that can be
taught.

Action Item: CGS members to send feedback on this topic to Peggy

CGS Awards Committee Update

Terms of reference were developed for this process. Oscar Kasner is being replaced by
Sylvia Chen, and Oscar Kasner was thanked for his tremendous work in his role of chair
of the Awards Committee.

Development of Strategic Plan

Hady Saheb explained that the CGS is increasingly approached by members, industry
partners and key stakeholders with requests for involvement. The organization would
benefit from clarity on what is important to our members, so that our efforts are aligned
with the priorities of our members. A strategic plan would allow for an in-depth process to
develop CGS objectives, priorities, and a 3-5 year targeted action plan. A consultant
would be used, and involve current and former CGS executive members, CGS committee
members, interested members-at-large and key stakeholders such as industry partners
and the COS. A review of 3 suitable candidates for the consultants was shared, including
the experience with similar organizations and their cost. Catherine Birt mentioned that a
similar process might have been started during Karim Damiji’s term as president, and so
Hady Saheb will contact him to ask for more information. Jonathan Wong also shared
that his medical school was currently going through a similar process, and that he would



6.0

have information about the consultants that they are using. The CGS executive will make
a decision on how best to move forward with this decision in the coming months. Any
additional feedback would be welcome.

Adjournment

Next Business meeting TBA (Banff Nov 2023)

Minutes of meeting respectfully submitted by:

Hady Saheb
CGS Secretary/Treasurer



