
 

Minutes 
 

CGS VIRTUAL AGM @ COS Meeting  
Sunday, June 27, 2021 

 
Participants: Ford B (CHAIR), Abathi M, Baril C, Bindlish R, Birt C, Butty Z, Campos-Moller X, 
Carrillo M, Chan T, Chen S, Crichton A, Damji K, Gdih G, Gooi P, Gupta N, Gupta P, Hafez A, 
Harasymowycz P, Heckler L, Hutnik C, Jinapriya D, Kalache D, Kanjee R, Lajoie C, Lichter M, Moss 
E, Nicolela M, Penner V, Piemontesi R, Rao K, Roesch M, Saheb H, Schertzer R, Schlenker M, 
Sogbesan E, Taylor J, Wakil S, Wang JK, Wong J, Woo E,  
Guests:  Buys Y, Manos P    
Regrets:  Toren A. 
Absent:  Abuswider S, Agoumi Y, Aguayo A, Ahmed I, Behn D, Belovay G, Brazel S, Britton R, 
Burhmann R, Carbonneau M, Cherry J, Chevrier R, Cohen S, DesMarchais B, Dorey M, Durr G, 
Eneh A, Gan K, Gao J, Gooi M, Gould L, Goyette A, Hamel P, Kasner O, Kulkarni S, Kutzner M, Li 
G, Lin T, Lord F, Marshall D, Martow J, McIlraith I, Mikelberg F, Miller G, Motolko M, Murphy P, 
Mydlarski M, Qasemi F, Rafuse P, Rahman J, Ratzlaff T, Rhemtulla E, Rudnisky C, Shoham-Hazon 
N, Shuba L, Tingey D, Trope G, Varma D, Yeung J, Yuen D, Zack B, Zukor H 
 
1.0 Welcome and Call to Order 
Dr. Ford welcomed everybody in English and French and acknowledged the traditional 
territories of the people of the Treaty 7 region in Southern Alberta which includes the Blackfoot 
Confederacy, the Tsuut’ina First Nations and the Stoney Nakoda.   
 
2.0 Adoption of the agenda and approval of minutes 
Dr. Ford asked for adoption of today’s agenda, approval of minutes from the CGS November 
2020 meeting and the AGM June 2020 meeting.  He welcomed comments.  There were none.  A 
motion was put forward by Dr. Hutnik to approve both and was seconded by Dr. Birt. 
 
  



3.0 President’s Report – B Ford 
The COVID pandemic has dominated business in the past 1-2 years.  The format of the CGS 
2021 meeting (in-person versus virtual) was discussed realizing that the CGS is still awaiting 
updates from provinces regarding restrictions in travel and size of group gatherings.  Dr. Ford 
also presented the CGS Mission and Vision statements.  He announced that these will be placed 
on the CGS website and noted that these are “dynamic” documents.  He encouraged input and 
feedback from members.  Dr. Ford also provided an update regarding the Alberta Optometric 
Application.  The CGS, COS, EPSAA, and AAO have all provided input with concerns.  The 
response from the Alberta Government is pending.  Dr. Ford gave an update regarding research 
funding that has been delivered to Dr. Hutnik’s in support of a national, prospective, multi-
center surgical trial looking at the effect of NSAIDs on trabeculectomy outcomes.  The CGS has 
also received notification that Dr. Nicolela’s group is ready to begin their “Initial Treatment of 
Pseudoexfoliation” trial.  The funds have been committed and will be sent.  Regarding the BC 
Anti-VEGF glaucoma issue that statistical analysis of data was stalled by the pandemic.  The BC 
Ministry of Health has not provided any updates since early 2020.  Dr. Jamie Taylor has resigned 
from the Retina Program’s Joint Accountability Committee.  The CGS will follow up with the BC 
government to request an update. 
 
4.0  Committee Reports 

 
4.1 Meeting Planning Committee Update 
 
Dr. Lisa Gould chaired the meeting planning committee for the COS 2021.  The guest speakers 
were Drs. Michael Coote and Leon Herndon.  There were 7 glaucoma sessions in which 14 high 
quality research papers were scheduled for presentation.  Dr. Jing Wang will be the Chair of the 
MPC-COS in 2022. 
 
Dr. Raj Bindlish will be chairing the 2021 Fall CGS meeting planning committee.  The date has 
been confirmed as Nov 4-6/21 which is one week before the AAO.  Membership will be polled 
to determine the interest to attend an in-person meeting.  If in-person, the location will be the 
William Gray Hotel in Montreal, Quebec.   
 
4.2  MIGS Advisory Committee Update 
 
Dr. Hady Saheb is the chair of this sub-committee.  He reports that Quebec has received 
positive INESS reports to support funding for iStent and XEN devices.   Currently the 
government is determining the implementation parameters for the public funding.  In Ontario, 
HQO is currently reviewing iStent and a final report is pending.  In Alberta, EDSP is considering 
iStent Inject and Xen.  In British Columbia, the MIGS HTA has been completed with results 
anticipated later this year. 
 
Dr. Saheb announced that he will be stepping down from his role as Chair of this committee 
and asked for volunteers. 
 



4.3 Tele-glaucoma Committee Update 
 

Dr. Karim Damji is the Chair of this sub-committee.  His team has prepared a comprehensive 
document entitled:  “Evidence-Informed Approaches to Teleglaucoma in Canada”.  It has been 
endorsed by the COS, CGS and ACUPO.  It currently is posted in the public section of the CGS 
website and on the COS PRC website.  Dr. Damji will be presenting this at the WGC July 1, 2021 
and has plans to submit a narrative review for publication. 
 
4.4 Awards Committee    
Dr. Oscar Kasner is the Chair of this sub-committee.  Awards to be announced at the end of the 
COS glaucoma session today.  The adjudicators for the “Best Paper Awards” were Drs. Raageen 
Kanjee, Catherine Birt, Sylvia Chen, Paul MacKenzie and Susan Wakil.  The “Drance Award” 
adjudicators are Drs. Ali Hafez, Caroline Lajoie, Eddie Moss and Jonathan Wong.  Dr. Hutnik is 
an adjudicator but will not be involved in scoring this year.  Dr. Lajoie recommended that 
consideration be given to increase the $$ amount for the Drance award winner.  The Retina 
Society has much higher amounts but it was noted that this is directly provided by industry. 
 
4.5 Clinical Practice Guidelines Update:    
Dr. Brennan Eadie is the Chair of this sub-committee.  This sub-committee was created in 
February 2020 just prior to the COVID pandemic.  National representation was obtained.  Two 
years ago, a request came from the floor for a motion to update 2009 COS Glaucoma Guidelines 
as they are now out-of-date.  The COS responded that they did not have any interest or 
resources to do so at this time.  It was decided that OCT would be an area that would benefit as 
little mention in the previous CPG.  There was also some discussion about the direction the 
project has taken which is a case-based approach which seems to have drifted from the original 
mandate which was a CPG recommendation regarding the use of OCT.  Dr. Schertzer was 
involved with the creation of the 2009 CPGs and stated it was a lot of work.  People were paired 
into groups of two and assigned a section.  He wondered about what the ideal format would be 
for this update.  Dr. Sogbesan suggested a strategic approach in which each section would 
systematically be updated with all reviewed over a 5-6-year span and to concentrate on the 
most outdated section first.  Dr. Nicolela asked if the COS might be willing to endorse smaller 
position papers and stated it didn’t seem to make sense to do this without the COS support.  
Dr. Buys stated that the COS was concerned about how rapidly these types of documents go 
out of date with no defined mechanism to update.  Dr. Lajoie stated that the doctors who 
participated in the 2009 CPGs did this on a volunteer basis and she felt there was some merit in 
the updates as not all sections go out-of-date but rather are fundamental.  Drs. Jinapriya and 
Kanjee agreed that somebody has to be the voice of glaucoma education in Canada and felt 
that the CGS is the group best to advocate for glaucoma education.  Dr. Damji stated that the 
costs in 2009 were to offset the help of a librarian/reference manager (Cynthia Lank) and also 
for some travel costs.  Dr. Lajoie recommended the CGS reach out again to the COS for support. 
 
 
  



5.0 Secretary/Treasurers report  
Dr. Cindy Hutnik presented the report.  Membership numbers lower this year likely due to a 
number of factors including confusion with the COS website/drop-down menu, requirement to 
be a member of both the COS and CGS and perhaps the pandemic.  Peggy Manos continues to 
work closely with the COS administrator to update membership data regularly.  The 2020 year 
is a deficit budget as sponsorship revenues were significantly impacted by the pandemic and 
the need to convert from an in-person to a virtual meeting.  To date, many sponsors have 
stated their interest to support the CGS in 2021 but are awaiting more concrete direction 
before committing.  They did not feel the return on their investment was satisfactory with the 
virtual booths in 2020.  They are more interested in scheduling “mini” Ad Boards if the meeting 
is virtual in 2021.  Dr. Hutnik presented a 2021 forecasted budget which proposed a “break 
even” budget if the 2021 Fall meeting is held in-person and a potential positive variance if the 
meeting is held virtually.  
 
 
6.0 Nomination Committee  
Dr. Catherine Birt is the Chair of this sub-committee. The following slate was presented: 
 
Past President – Bryce Ford (Ex officio) 
President – Cindy Hutnik 
Secretary – Treasurer – Hady Saheb (Agreed to join the Board) 
Councilor (Year 2) – Eddie Moss 
Councilor (Year 1) – Amaka Eneh  
 
Nominations were requested from the floor.  None were received.  All of the above were 
acclaimed. 
 
 
7.0 Other business 
 
7.1 Awards:  President’s Award  
Dr. Ford has selected Dr. Andrew Crichton for the President’s Award.  The criteria are that the 
recognized individual has contributed significantly to the glaucoma community and has had a 
significant impact on the current President’s career.  Dr. Crichton will receive a certificate and 
added the list of esteemed past awardees. 
 
7.2 WGC Toronto application 
The CGS has been contacted by a committee of the City of Toronto about supporting a bid to 
hold an upcoming WGC in Toronto.  They stated that they would provide a number of supports. 
Dr. Ford has met with the City of Toronto organizer who agreed to obtain more details from the 
WGC.   
 
  



8.0 Adjournment 
Just prior to adjournment, Past CGS President Dr. Karim Damji recommended the CGS consider 
making decisions about how we leverage financial and HR resources based on our strategic plan 
and endeavors (or a refresh of this) along with sustainability considerations. 
 


	Minutes

